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for any fellow-man, when there is no special cause operating
to make him love or hate. though this, is obscured and
counteracted in the lower stages of social development by
the habitual hostility between strange tribes and races)
but still as arising from causes that continually occur, and,
in the mam, exemplifying a psychological law analogous to
that by which the growth of benevolent feelings is explained.
For just as we are apt to love those who are the cause of
pleasure to us whether by voluntary benefits or other-
wise : so by strict analogy we naturally dislike those who
have done us harm, either consciously from malevolence or
mere selfishness, or even unconsciously, as when another man
is an obstacle to our attainment of a much-desired end
Thus, we naturally feel ill-will to a rival who depiivcs us of
an object of competition. and so in peisons in whom the
desire of superiority is strong, a certain dislike of any one
who is more successful or prosperous than themselves is
easily aroused; and however repulsive to our moral sense,
seems as natural as any othei malevolent emotion. And it
is to be observed that each of the elements into which we
can analyse malevolent affection finds its exact counterpait
in the analysis of the benevolent: as the foimer includes a
dislike of the presence of its object and a desire to inflict
pain on it, and also a capacity of deriving pleasure from the
pain thus inflicted.

' If we now ask how far indulgence of malevolent emotions
is right and proper, the answer of Common Sense is not
easy to formulate. For some would say broadly that they
ought to be repressed altogether, or as far as possible. And
no doubt we blame all envy (though sometimes to exclude
it altogether requires a magnanimity which we praise): and
we legaid as virtues or natural excellences the good-humour
which prevents one from feeling even pain to a material
extent, much less resentment, from trifling annoyances in-
flicted by others, the meekness which does not resent even
graver injuries, the mildness arfd gentleness which refrain from
retaliating them, the placability which accords forgiveness